 2012 IOWA ALL-STATE JAZZ ENSEMBLES

GENERAL INFORMATION

This statewide project is organized and implemented by Jazz Educators of Iowa and offers the opportunity for outstanding high school jazz musicians to work together and perform with highly respected jazz educators.  Members of JEI receive a discount on audition fees ($25 per student for members - $30 per student for non JEI members) so now is the perfect time to join!  Please click here for more information.
Three ensembles will be selected this year: 

· Class 1A-2A ensemble 

· Class 3A ensemble

· Class 4A ensemble.  

The performance will be at 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, May 10th, 2012 at Iowa Bandmasters Conference in Des Moines.  

Rehearsals will take place on Wednesday, May 9th from 12pm to 6:00 p.m. and Thursday, May 10th from 9am-12:00pm at Drake University in the Performing Arts Hall (PAH), Monroe Recital Hall and the Turner Jazz Center. These facilities are excellent for jazz ensemble rehearsal and are an easy commute to and from the Marriott. Sound check for the three ensembles is between 2:30-3:30pm at the Marriott.  

Submitting an audition tape signifies a commitment to be available for rehearsals and the performance on May 9th and 10th 2012. 

Participating students are encouraged, but not required, to participate in the jam session at 9:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 9th at the Downtown Marriott Hotel Des Moines.
AUDITION REQUIREMENTS

All students, except drum set players, will submit a tape or CD with the following (in this order):

1.  Swing etude (available for free download here)

· The etude must be unaccompanied.

· 1A/2A – play from beginning to letter E. Students including “E” to the end will not be judged or penalized.
· 3A – play from the beginning to letter E; (optional bonus: E to the end)

· 4A play the entire etude.

2.  Optional scale(s) (required for lead trumpet, lead trombone, and bass trombone)

· Students auditioning for lead trumpet, lead trombone and bass trombone must include at least one major or chromatic scale showcasing their most extreme and comfortable ranges.  

· Scales may be any speed, rhythm and articulation.  

3. Optional improvisation

· Improvising may utilize any chord changes and may be any length, with or without the “head.”

· It is highly recommended to record with a live or pre-recorded rhythm section, but unaccompanied solos will be considered.  

· Students may include more than one demonstration of improvisation (e.g. solo on both the blues and a ballad).   

Drum set players will submit the following in this order: 

1.  Swing etude 

· The etude must be unaccompanied.

· All drum set players (1A, 2A, 3A and 4A) must play the entire etude.

2.  Short (about 30 seconds) examples of time-keeping and light fills in the following styles: 

· Up-tempo swing (quarter note = 184) 

· Bossa nova (quarter note = 120) 

· Funk groove, a la Tower of Power (quarter note = 96)

3. A solo in any style (not to exceed two minutes).   

PLEASE NOTE

· Materials must be postmarked on or before Tuesday January 31st 2012. 
· Send entry fees, registration form(s), recordings and payment UNDER 1 COVER to: Rod Pierson JEI President 3426 Twin Lake View Dr. N.E. North Liberty, Ia. 52317.
· The required etude is available here.
· Articulations have intentionally been omitted from the second half of the etude, but students are expected to continue articulating in a matter consistent with the first half.

· Submit each student on a separate tape or CD.   

· Lead trumpet/trombone auditions WILL be considered for section trumpet/trombone positions. 

· Students may NOT audition on more than one instrument or part.   

· NO speaking of any kind is allowed on the recording. 

· Make NO markings on the CD or tape.  You may include the student name on the CD or tape CASE only.   

· If including improvising, consider using material already familiar to students (chord changes they are learning for a jazz band tune, for example). 

SELECTION

Each recording is assigned a code for anonymity.  A committee of jazz educators and musicians from throughout the state will select the three jazz ensembles.  Results will be emailed to all participating directors by March 16th, 2012 (please provide your email address line on the registration form). 

Upon selection to the All State Jazz Bands, a $50 participation fee is required per student. You will receive an invoice to whatever address is supplied at the time of submission.
DIRECTORS

1A/2A ensemble: Dr. Tony Guzman / Luther College
3A ensemble: Mike Steinel / North Texas State University
4A ensemble: John Fedchock / New York Jazz Artist, Composer-Educator
