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JEI Membership, 

 

Welcome to 2025!

In this newsletter, you’ll see our All-State Audition etudes linked as well as a reminder

that we use Opus software for submissions. You’ll also find some information about

our Middle School Jazz Combo Camps as well as our first-ever Iowa Jazz Girls Day to

https://www.jeiowa.org/
https://www.jeiowa.org/
https://www.jeiowa.org/resources
https://www.jeiowa.org/resources


be held at Marion High School. I hope you’ll take advantage of these opportunities for

your students.  

 

Finally, I want to highlight the person responsible for our Media at JEI, Elizabeth Hand.

Ms. Hand is a band director at Solon Middle School and has also written a method book

entitled Essential Vibes Solos. It is a collection of solo transcriptions designed to honor

those that contributed to the legacy of the jazz vibraphone in its earliest years. Please

consider this for your students who play vibraphone! 

 

Please reach out with any questions and have a great start to the new semester! 

Sincerely,

Kelli Swehla

IBA JAZZ ENSEMBLES
Congratulations to the following ensembles who were selected to

perform at the Iowa Bandmasters Conference!

CONFERENCE HONOR BANDS

Southeast Middle School Jazz Studio

Jonah Prall, Director

Linn-Mar's Colton Center Jazz Ensemble

Jen Tiede, Director

 

ADDITIONAL PERFORMANCES

Big Fun - 6-Piece Soul, Funk, Jazz Fusion Band

Steve Grismore, Bandleader

Bonorama - Jazz Trombone Quartet w/ Rhythm Section

Jackson Churchill, Bandleader

ALL-STATE JAZZ ETUDES



All-State Jazz Submissions Are Due March 1st.

ETUDES AUDITION INSTRUCTIONS HOW TO SUBMIT

 

TIPS FROM THE PRESIDENT

 

• Our submission software, Opus Auditions, will open for submissions on February 1st. 

• JEI members get $5 off each student! To receive this discount you must use the same email address
for both JEI and Opus.

• Please wait to register students until you have their audition files. If you register students and they
decide not to record, you will need to delete their registration. 

 

Don’t hesitate to ask questions! president@jeiowa.org 

 

JAZZ GIRLS DAY

Please make plans to join Dr. Colleen Clark and her staff from the University of

South Carolina for the inaugural Iowa Jazz Girls Day!

Please pass along THIS poster/QR code to your jazzers. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL COMBO CAMPS

Watch out for emails through your district to register!

 

Iowa City Site: Monday, March 31st at Southeast Middle School

 

We are super excited to announce that the Middle School Honor Jazz Combo

Workshop is coming back to the Iowa City area! This event provides an opportunity

for jazz students to focus more on improvisation and jazz heads in a small jazz combo

setting. Different from last time, please nominate your strongest jazz musicians in

grades 7 and 8.  The combos will be ability based. The registration fee is $40 per

accepted student and the event will run from 12:30 pm - 6:00 pm.

 



If you have any questions, please contact Jonah Prall at

prall.jonah@iowacityschools.org

 

Nominations are due by Friday, February 28th.

Click Here To Nominate Your Students!  

Cedar Rapids Site: Friday, April 18th at Excelsior Middle School

ESSENTIAL VIBES SOLOS

 

 

Transcription Playlist

www.malletworksmusic.com

WORDS FROM THE AUTHOR

Essential Vibes Solos is a collection of

solo transcriptions designed to honor the

musicians that contributed to the legacy

of jazz vibraphone in its earliest years.

Encompassing a range of difficulty levels,

this book is a meaningful resource for

vibraphonists at any stage of playing. As

an educator, I have witnessed the

remarkable impact that these solos can

have in the hands of percussionists as

young as eleven years old! Regardless of

where your students are in their

vibraphone journey, may this collection

provide them inspiration, representation

and a challenge to move them forward.
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REMINDERS



Invite Your Friends To Become Members of JEI!

QUICK LINKS

Past Newsletters Clinicians Resources

Stay up-to-date with current activities and future events

by following us on your favorite social media channels.

Contact Us

President | president@jeiowa.org

Secretary | secretary@jeiowa.org

Treasurer | treasurer@jeiowa.org

Media | media@jeiowa.org

Webmaster | webmaster@jeiowa.org 
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